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R  E  M  A  R  K  S,  &c. 

HE  iirft  part  of  this  paf- 
fage  from  the  road  of  Ba- 
lciie  to  Baccalar,  is  en¬ 
tirely  by  water;  firftcoaft- 
ways  to  the  entrance  of  the  Rio 
Hondo,  from  thence  through  an 
arm  of  that  river,  that  leads  to  three 
fmall  Lagoons,  till  you  arrive  at  the 

B  lake 
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lake  of  Baccalar,  on  whofe  banks 
the  town  and  caftle  of  St.  Philips  is 
fituated.  The  diftance  from  Ba- 
leife  to  the  entrance  of  the  Rio 
Hondo,  is  near  thirty  leagues,  and 
in  failing  has  much  the  appearance 
of  a  ftraight  or  broad  river,  from 
the  number  of  fmall  ifland  or  quays, 
(as  they  are  there  called)  that  lay 
at  about  five  or  fix  leagues  diftance 
from  the  main,  and  parallel  with  it ; 
both  the  iftands  and  main  are  very 
flat,  the  former  of  w  hich  are  for 
the  moft  part  covered  with  the  Man¬ 
grove  and  palmeta  trees  ;  ’tis  rare 
to  fee  a  beach,  on  either  the  main 
or  the  quays,  for  the  Mangrove  ; 
the  courfe  up  is  about  the  N.N.W. 
and  in  general  very  fhoaly,  io  much 
fo  at  many  places,  that  the  Flatts 
which  (the  bay  men  ufe  to  carry  their 

logwood]  of  about  four  or  five  feet 

draught 
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draught  of  water  often  ground,  and 
in  fome  particular  places,  raife  the 
mud  for  a  mile  togther.  In  fhort, 
the  navigation  on  this  part  of  the 
coaft,  from  Baleife  to  the  Rio 
Hondo,  is  as  much  a  pilot’s  water 
for  thofe  boats,  as  the  Thames  is 
for  fhips  from  London  to  the  Nore; 
the  quays  abound  with  Goannas,  of 
which  we  fhot  feveral,  going  afhore 
for  that  purpofe,  and  many  Allega- 
tors  lurk  in  the  fhoal  water  un¬ 
der  the  Mangrove  bufhes;  we  were 
accompanied  by  a  maftcr  of  a  mer¬ 
chant  fhip  (a  lieutenant  in  the  navy) 
in  his  long  boat,  partly  out  ot  com¬ 
pliment,  and  partly  out  of  curiofity, 
to  fee  the  country  and  Baccalar  ; 
myfelf  going  into  the  Rio  Hondo, 
with  one  Maud,  one  of  the  moll 
confiderable  bay  merchants,  in  one 
of  his  Flatts,  which  boats  haveato- 
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lerable  good  cabbin,  and  are  fchoo^ 
ner  rigg’d.  The  entrance  of  the 
Rio  Hondo  is  narrow,  not  more 
tnan  a  hundred  yards  over,  or  a  hall 
cables  length,  and  is  very  deep, 
as  from  its  name  Hondo,  fignify- 
ing  the  fame  in  the  Spanifh.  About 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  river’s 
mouth,  and  open  to  the  fea,  on  the 
north  fhore,  is  a  look  out,  which  is 
generally  kept  by  a  fergeant’s,  but 
fometimes  a  corporal’s  guard,  which 
is  weekly  relieved  from  the  garri- 
fon  at  Baccalar,  from  which,  thro’ 
the  woods,  it  is  diftant  only  about  five 
Spanifh  leagues,  and  from  hence  no¬ 
tice  is  given  of  whatever  comes  into 
the  river  to  the  commandant ;  this 
is  called  the  lower  look  out.  I  muft 
not  here  omit  obferving,  how  much 
it  is  the  interefi  of  the  bay  men  (and 
\yhich  indeed  they  never  fail  to  avail 

them- 
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themfelves  of)  fo  be  on  good  terras 

with  the  guards  of  thefe  outpofls ; 

this  my  friend  the  merchant  did, 

by  making  the  ferjeant  and  his 

guard  very  drunk,  that  he  not  only 

told  him  where  t he v  had  difcovered 

«/ 

a  good  fpot  of  logwood,  but  am 
perfuaded,  had  he  difeovered  a  mine 
as  rich  as  Potofi,  he  would  have 
made  no  fcruple  of  informing  him 
of  it;  the  officer  of  thefe  commands, 
which  is  generally  a  ferjeant,  is  be- 
Tides  this  fccne  of  jollitry,  often 
complimented  with  a  piece  of  ftrip’d 
cotton,  or  Tome  fuch  light  duff,  to 
make  him  a  fhirt,waiffcoat  or  trow- 
fers,  or  perhaps  a  pair  of  European 
fhoesfor  Ins  wife.  Thefe  little  prefen ts 
the  commandant  of  Baccalar  is  not 
totally  infenfjble  of,  and  is  often 
mean  enough  to  be  very  jealous  of,  as 
it  in  a  manner  affebts  him,  who  is  both 

com- 
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commander  and  clothier ;  this  Mr. 
Maud  told  me  was  one  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  reafons  of  the  late  difturbances 
in  the  bay;  the  commandant  of 
Baccalar  being  offended  at  this  ge- 
nerofity  of  the  Englifh,  hurting  his 
priviledge  fo  much,  as  to  make  him 
perfuade  the  late  governor  of  the 
province,  that  it  had  never  been  cu- 
ftomary  for  the  Englifh  to  cut  wood 
in  the  Rio  Hondo,  and  in  doing 
which  they  had  gone  beyond  the  li¬ 
mits  of  the  treaty  of  Paris. 

Tho’  the  baymen  confider  their 
right  by  that  treaty,  from  Cape  Ca- 
touch  to  Cape  Honduras ;  this  was 
redreffed  by  virtue  of  an  order  from 
the  court  of  Spain,  in  favour  of  the 
cutters,  in  confequence  of  a  remon- 
if  ranee  of  our  roiniftry  in  1 764*, 
duplicate  of  which  order,  together 

with 


with  Sir  William’s  letter,  I  was  en- 
charged  with. 


In  failing  from  this  to  the  next 
look  out,  you  open  aline  Lagoon  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  river,  about  a 
league  and  a  half  from  the  lower 
look  out ;  its  called  by  the  baymen 
the  four  mile  Lagoon,  but  by  the 
Spaniards  the  Zaho  Mai  ;  its  of  an 
oval  form,  about  half  a  league  in  its 
fhorteft  breadth,  and  pretty  deep; 
in  this  Lagoon  our  companion,  the 
mafter  of  the  merchantman,  loft  his 
long  boat,  overfetting  in  a  fquall, 
in  turning  out  of  the  Lagoon,  to 
get  into  the  river,  where  we  had, 
to  avoid  the  infedts,  mufquetoes,8cc. 
anchored  for  the  night ;  the  river 
here  abouts  is  fo  narrow,  as  fcarce 
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to  afford  room  for  the  boom  of  the 
mainfail  to  gibe ;  they  have  a  cu- 
ftom  when  they  flop  in  the  river  on 
any  occaffon,  to  bufh  the  Flatt,  as 
they  term  it,  which  is  no  more  than 
to  luff:'  round  and  drive  her  bow- 
fprit  and  entangle  it  in  the  buffi, 

♦ 

which  Tides  the  Flatt,  the  ftream 
being  very  weak. 

The  upper  look  out  is  from  the 
river’s  mouth,  about  four  Spanifh 
leagues,  and  is  iituated  at  the  en¬ 
trance  cf  a  final!  creek  (almoff  hid 
by  the  Mangroves)  on  the  north 
fhore  of  the  river  that  opens  to  the 
pafiage  to  Baccalar ;  the  courfe  up 
the  river  to  this  place  is  about  N. 
S.  W.  here  alfo  is  a  fergeant’s  guard; 
it  was  at  this  place  the  commandant 

of 
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Baccalar  came  in  his  Parriagua,  to 
carry  me  up,  having  advice  from 
the  lower  look  out  of  my  arrival 
in  the  river.  —  Here,  on  my  com¬ 
ing  on  fhore,  I  was  faluted  with 
four  patteraroes,  brought  feem- 
ingly  on  purpofe,  the  guard  in 
every  refpedt  like  the  lower  look¬ 
out.  —  We  were  prevented  the 
pleafure  of  returning  this  falute, 
by  the  lofs  ■  of  our  long-boat, 
which  the  mafter  had  equipped 
with  fwivels  for  the  purpofe,  as 
we  were  apprized  of  thefe  com¬ 
pliments.  This  Creek  is  called 
the  Cheeque,  where,  after  the  cere¬ 
mony  of  figning  vouchers  for  the 
commandants  having  admitted  us 
into  the  river,  8tc.  and  a  repaft  of 
chocolate,  we  all  imbark’d  on  board 

C  his 
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his  Parriagua  for  Bacealar.  The 
paflage  now  becomes  very  intri¬ 
cate,  through  a  very  narrow  chan¬ 
nel,  and  rapid  ftream,  that  often 
throws  the  boat  into  the  bufhes. 
At  the  extremity  of  this  narrow 
rivulet  is  a  corporal’s  guard,  open 
to  the  fiiTt  of  the  three  beforemcn- 
tioned  Lagoons;  the  paflages  be¬ 
tween  which  are  fo  very  difficult, 
that  none  but  a  well  acquainted 
perfon  could  navigate  one  of  thofe 
kind  of  boats  of  five  or  fix  inches 
draught  to  Bacealar;  but  I  obferved 
that  the  general  courfe  was  about 
N.N.E.  and  the  difiance  fix  or  feven 
leagues.  We  arrived  atBaccalar  after 
feven  or  eight  hours  pafiage,  about 
ten  at  night,  during  which  nothing 
fnaferial  happen'd,  unlefs  our  being 

-  .  diflurb’d 
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difturb’d  by  an  Allegatorj  which 
our  boat  in  its  pafTage  had  awaked, 
as  it  lay  on  the  water  :  our  boat 
was  frequently  trackt  by  hand,  thro’ 
many  of  the  channels,  being  very 
narrow  and  fhoally. 

i 

Baccalar  is  a  fmall,  poor*  flrag- 
gling  village,  of  ill-built  huts,  of 
flakes  of  the  Palmeta-trcc  drove 
in  the  ground,  plaiftered  with 
earth,  and  thatched  with  the  leaves; 
in  number  not  more  than  a  hun¬ 
dred  Spaniards  and  Indians,  of  the 
former  they  are  mod  of  the  foldiers 
militia  of  the  province.  It  has 
nothing  to  recommend  it  but  its 
fituaticn,  which  is  extreamly  plea- 
fant;  being  on  the  fummit  of  a 
rrfing  ground  ;  on  the  north  fide 
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the  lake  is  bounded  by  a  pleafing 
profpedt  of  woods,  at  an  agreeable 
diftance  on  the  oppoiite  fhore. 


The  fort  or  caftle  of  St.  Phillips 
is  alfo  fituated  on  the  fummit  of 
this  little  hill,  not  more  than  a 
hundred  yards  from  the  fhore  of 
the  Lake,  is  in  form  of  a  fquare, 
with  falient  angles :  it  faces  to  the 
four  Cardinal  Points ;  has  four 
pieces  of  ordnance  on  each  fide, 
about  twelve  pounders,  and  one 
from  each  angle  to  cover  the  ditch, 
which  is  dry,  and  palifadoed,  but 
no  out-work :  they  have  fwivels 
mounted  on  the  Marlons  ;  not  be¬ 
ing  invited  to  fee  it,  cannot  be 
very  particular  in  my  defcription 
of  it :  It  is  garrifoned  by  a  com¬ 
pany 
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pany  of  foot,  and  fome  few  militia 
of  the  town,  but  fo  very  undifci- 
plined,  and  ill  cloathed,  they  have 
fcarce  the  appearance  of  Fallfaff’s 
company  of  foldiers. 

From  hence  a  traveller  mull  fur- 
nilfi  himfelf  with  every  neceffary 
for  a  journey  of  three  days,  having 
a  wildernefs,  as  they  call  it,  a 
wood  of  about  thirty-four  Spanifh- 
leagues  to  the  firft  Indian  town, 
call’d  Chumhubut :  it  is  alfo  belt 
to  take  your  own  liquor  with  you 
for  the  whole  journey,  as  there  is 
not  any  to  be  had  in  this  country 
except  Aquadent,  which  is  very 
bad,  fcarce,  and  dear.  As  to  the 
acquiring  my  nccedaries,  provi- 
lions,  mules,  indians,  &c.  I  had 
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no  trouble  with  that,  the  comman¬ 
dant  with  whom  I  lived,  during 
my  relidence  in  this  town  of  three 
days,  took  all  that  on  himfelf,  for 
which  I  had  no  other  trouble  but 

i  * 

to  pay  him. 

Being  equipped  with  every  ne- 
ceflary,  as  mules,  indians,  inter¬ 
preters,  and  hammocks  of  that 
country,  to  be  carried  in  cafe  of 
wearying,  or  to  fleep  in  the  night, 
you  enter  the  wood,  whole  path  in 
general  is  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
feet  wide ;  often  interrupted  by 
the  fall  of  large  trees  ;  through 
which,  however,  a  path  is  ge¬ 
nerally  burnt  by  the  firft  travel¬ 
ler,  to  admit  a  horfe  to  pafs, 
and  is  in  general  as  well  fcreen’d 

from 
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from  the  lun  (by  the  meeting 
branches  over  head)  as  the  Mall  in 
St.  James’s  Park.  Here  you  fee 
at  every  four  or  five  leagues  di- 
ftance,  a  filed  like  what  our  com¬ 
mon  fmith’s,  or  farriers  ufe  to  fhoe 
their  horfes  in,  and  is  what  the 

f  f 

natives  call  a  Rings  houfe  :  Being 
built  by  order  of  the  governor,  for 
the  convenience  ol  travelling ;  as 
there  is  not,  as  in  Europe,  houfes 
of  entertainment,  or  lodging,  they 
anfwer  the  •  purpofe  very  well  in 
this -climate,  where  you  have  your 
own  provifions,  and  fieeping  con¬ 
venience  with  you  ;  as  they  fhelter 
from  the  fun  and  rain,  and  are 
always  built  near  the  water,  either 
a  Lagoon  or  branch  of  one,  or 
what  may  be  left  from  the  rainsi 

The 
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The  woods  conflft  chiefly  of  ma¬ 
hogany,  cedar  gopa!,  (of  which 
they  make  a  kind  of  gum  elemy) 
the  fmall  and  wild  cotton,  palmeta, 
and  cocoa  nuts,  and  many  aloes, 
not  much  incommoded  with  under 
brufli :  it  is  the  fwampy  ground 
that  abounds  with  the  logwood, 
which  the  Spaniards  call  Palo  Tinto. 
In  travelling  thro’  the  fwamps  it  is 
very  troublefome,  the  mules  being 
knee  deep,  in  the  dry  feafon,  in  a 
ftiff  blueifh  mud,  often  times  near¬ 
ly  flicking  faft,  and  the  boughs  of 
the  logwood  trees  fo  low,  as  to 
oblige  you  to  lay  flat  on  the  mules 
fhoulders,  whilft  the  animal  is  all 
that  time  plunging  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  extricate  himfelf  from  the 

O 

mire.  Of  game  there  is  the  quarm 

and 
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and  curafoe  birds,  nearly  as  big 

as  turkeys,  and  very  fine  food. 

Of  beads,  wild  deer  and  the 

warree*,  or  inu/k  hog.  There  are 

fome  wild  beads,  as  tygers,  and 

fome  others,  whofe  names  I  dont 

remember,  but  ’tis  rare  they  are 

troublefome;  travellers  make  no 

account  of  them.  Parrots  and 

Monkeys  are  alfo  very  numerous 

in  the  woods,  as  is  common  with 
thofe  climates. 


The  Warree  is  the  Tajacu,  or  Mu/k 
Hog  of  Mexico  ;  the  Univerfal  Dictionary  of 
Arts  and  Sciences  gives  an  account  of  this 
animal ;  it  is  very  good  food. 

O  After 
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After  pafllng  the  wildernefs,  the 
journey  becomes  more  pleafant,  al¬ 
ways  dining  and  deeping  in  an 
Indian  town  ;  and  in  rather  better 
houfes  than  the  former,  they  be¬ 
ing  flaked  clofer,  and  plaiftered 

with  earth  :  thefe  are  alfo  built 

by  the  governor’s  order,  for  the 
fame  purpole  as  thofe  in  the  woods. 
Here  a  chief  of  the  Indians  always 
refides,  being  obliged  fo  to  do,  to 
be  ready  to  furnifh  travellers  with 
every  thing  neceflary  they  may 

want ;  prepare  their  victuals ;  get 
them  frefh  mules  and  Indians,  who 
travel  at  the  order  of  this  chief, 
who  is  a  kind  of  alderman  in  the 
village;  you  pay  only  for  the  mules, 
and  that  very  cheap.  This  Pazi- 
que,  or  Chief,  always  affembles  a- 

bout 
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bout  half  a  dozen  of  natives  of  the 
town,  of  both  fexes.  As  foon  as 
he  difcovers  you  coming  into  the 
town,  by  a  particular  fhout,  they 
prepare  your  victuals,  wafh  your 
feet  with  warm  water,  and  make 
every  thing  ready  for  your  fetting 
off  again ;  the  diet  is  generally 
fowls,  eggs,  or  young  pork  ;  cho¬ 
colate  and  maize  bread,  all  very 
cheap. 


From  Chunhuhub  to  Merida  is 
about  fifty- feven  Spanifh  leagues, 
and  may  be  laid  to  be  entirely  thro’ 
the  woods,  tho’  not  fo  thick  and 
lofty  as  the  wildernefs ;  and  fre- 
tpiently  as  you  approach  the  ca¬ 
pital,  opens  to  plantations ;  the 
path  very  ferpentine,  fearce  ever 

D  2  feeing 
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feeing  two  hundred  yards  before 
you  ;  the  foil  a  reddifh  clay ;  very 
rocky ;  and  the  country  low,  level, 
and  badly  water’d,  not  croffing 
one  river  in  a  journey  of  ninety-one 
leagues  from  Baccalar  to  Merida. 
There  is  in  every  town  a  publick 
well  funk  with  much  difficulty, 
thro’  a  flrata  of  hard  rock,  fome 
of  thefe  are  very  deep ;  the  water 
is  in  general  hard,  tho’  not  unpa¬ 
latable.  The  people  are  healthy, 
and,  as  they  fay,  remarkable  for 
their  longevity.  From  the  wood 
to  Merida  you  pafs  fourteen  Indian 
towns ;  in  every  one  of  which  is  a 
kind  of  church,  or  place  of  wor- 
ffiip ;  tho  one  priefl  often  officiates 
for  three  of  thefe  villages ;  riding 
from  one  to  the  other,  having 

half 
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half  way  houfes,  or  fheds,  built 
for  them  by  the  poor  Indians  to 
fecure  them  from  rain ;  they  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  fuperlatively  ignorant, 
by  what  I  could  difcover,  thro’  the 
inconvenience  of  an  interpreter ; 
of  courfe  can  but  ill  impart  with 
their  fmall  flock  of  knowledge  to 
their  flock,  who  they  keep  in  the 
moft  obfcure  ignorance,  and  abjedf 
fervility,  fliewing  both  by  their 
adoration  of  fuch  divines.  They, 
however,  behaved  very  polite  and 
civil  towards  me,  always  waiting 
at  the  king  s  houfe  to  receive  me ; 
even  when  I  have  come  in  late  at 
night,  have  invited  me  to  come 
to  fup  with  them,  offer’d  me 
lodging  in  their  houfes,  compli¬ 
mented  me  with  then  belt  mule 

to 
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to  proeeed  on  my  journey,  and 
often  a  nofegay  from  the  bofom 
of  our  virgin  mother,  not  without 
hinting  for  a  little  prefent  to  the 
church ;  and  fome  Englifh  rum  for 
their  poor  congregation. 


Merida  is  a  handfome*well  built 


town,  in  form  a  fquare  ;  the  ftreets 
are  fpacious,  parallel  to  each  other, 
and  crols  at  right  angles,  but  have 
only  the  foot  paths  pav’d ;  it  is  built 
on  a  fandy  foil ;  has  a  handfome 
arch’d  gate  way  at  the  end  of  every 
ftreet,  next  the  country,  but  no  gates 
hung  :  the  houies  are  low  built  of 
ftone,  and  white  wafh’d ;  the  out 
fide  of  which,  in  this  country, 
has  bad  efiedfc  on  the  eyes ;  it  con¬ 
tains,  as  I  was  told,  about  twenty- 

four 
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four  churches,  a  good  cathedral,  a 
convent  of  nuns,  and  a  monaftery 
of  fryars,  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis; 
two  or  three  good  fquares ;  in  tiie 
principal  of  which,  and  on  the 
north  fide,  refides  the  governor ; 
and  has  the  cathedral  and  bifhop’s 
palace  on  the  eaft ;  the  grand  coun¬ 
cil  houfe  on  the  weft  and  houfes 
of  the  principal  inhabitants  form 
the  fouth  fide :  there  is  but  little 
appearance  of  commerce,  or  any 
mechanic  art ;  very  few  public 
fhops,  but  all  appearing  like  people 
living  on  their  own  private  fortune; 
and  many  are  fuch ;  who  live  on 
the  acquired  wealth  of  their  an- 
ceftors ;  while  the  indolence  of 
many  others  prompts  them  to  no 
induftry  or  commerce  ;  contented 
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to  live  on  the  fmall  profits  of  a 
plantation,  and  that  cultivated  by 
the  Indians :  but  there  is  a  fmall 
trade  coaft-ways  to  Campeachy, 
from  the  port  of  Sifal  (which  is 
diftant  only  twelve  leagues)  in  bees 
wax,  leather,  gopal,  ebony,  and 
logwood;  but  this  a  Arranger  can¬ 
not  immediately  difcover.  The 
revenues  of  the  province  to  the 
crown  of  Spain  are  very  confide- 
rable,  arifing  moftly  from  the  ar¬ 
ticle  of  cotton,  with  which  the 
woods  abound. 


The  citadel,  or  caftle,  Hands 
on  a  level  foot  of  ground  (as  the 
country  is  in  general);  as  you 
enter  the  town,  from  the  eaftward, 
it  is  of  no  confequence,  being 

origi- 
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originally  built  to  prated  the  Friafs 
from  the  infolence  of  the  natives: 
it  at  prefent  inclofes  a  monaftery 
of  the  Francifcans  beforemen  turn¬ 
ed  ;  it  is  in  form  an  hexagon, 
with  falient  angles;  with  light  pieces 
about  four  and  iix  pounders  mount¬ 
ed,  fome  brafs,  fome  iron.  The 
wall  about  ten  yards  high,  has  no 
ditch,  or  out-work.  The  gover¬ 
nor’s  nephew  is  the  commandant, 
who  fhew’d  it  me ;  ’tis  by  no 
means  in  a  condition  to  defend 
itfelf  againft  any  foreign  enemy 
that  have  artillery :  a  company  of 
foot  do  duty  here,  and  at  the 
governor’s  houfe,  but  a  troop  of 
horfe,  which  are  part  here,  and  the 

E  reft 
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reft  at.  Campeachy,  efcort  the  go¬ 
vernor  when  he  goes  out.  I  was 

credibly  inform’d,  there  was  not 
five  hundred  troops  in  the  whole 
province. 


fl 


The  drefs  of  the  Spaniards  in 
this  country  is  very  light ;  the  men 
wear  a  light  linen  waiflcoat  and 
trowfers,  and  ,  drawers ;  the  better 
fort,  a  fattin  one  (fcarce  ever  wear¬ 
ing  a  coat]  with  a  white  linnen 
cap,  and  a  broad  brim  ftraw  hat. 
The  women,  of  the  lower  clafs,  a 
fingle  petticoat  only,  no  flays, 
or  any  other  cloathing  above  the 
waift,  except  their  fhift ;  their  bo- 
foms  no  way  concealed,  but  bare 

to 
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to  the  nipples  of  their  bread  ;  in-  • 
deed,  when  they  go  out  on  a 
vitit,  even  thofe  who  keep  their 
calafh,  have  no  more  than  a  ffik 
fcarf  loofely  flung  over  their  {boul¬ 
ders;  this  is  crimfon  fattin,  gene- 
rally  embroidered  :  they  are  for  the 
mod  nart  pretty  •  fome  of  them  of 

JL  j 

very  fair  complexions  ;  they  wear 
their  hair  braided  behind,  and  tied 
in  two  different  bows,  with  pink 
ribbons,  and  are  very  free  and  un- 


referved.  I  would  be  ttnderdood 
here,  with  refpect  to  the  provin¬ 
cials  only ;  the  old  Caflilians  (as 
they  call  themfelves)  they  being 
fuch  as  hold  offices  under  the 
crown,  or  thofe  who  come  for 

i 
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the  fake  of  trade  ;  they  drefs  as 
in  Old  Spain,  and  hold  the  other 
inhabitants  in  very  little  efteem. 


The  Jucatan  Indians  are  a  moll 
willing,  obliging,  meek  temper’d 
people  ;  very  laborious ;  of  mid- 
ling  f!ature,  and  well  featur’d  : 
their  hair  ftrait  and  black,  but  cut 
fhort,  exceot  a  lock  on  each  fide 

J  1 

their  temple,  which  they  are  con- 
nrained  to  wear  as  a  badge  of 
fubjedtion  to  the  Spanifh  monar¬ 
chy.  Their  drefs  is  a  kind  of 
fhort  frock,  reaching  to  the  wain, 
and  trowfers ;  a  ttraw  hat,  and 
fandals :  but  when  they  travel,  they 

proceed  quite  naked,  except  a  cloth 

to 
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to  hide  their  privities.  They  are  very 
active  and  dexterous  in  the  woods 
with  their  mufchalls,  an  inftru- 
ment  fomething  between  a  knife 
and  a  cleaver,  with  which  they 
clear  away  the  bufh  in  the  woods, 
drefs  their  meat,  and  ufe  it  as 
an  inftrument  of  offence  on  occa- 
fion. 

The  women  are,  in  general, 
fhort  and  thick  fet,  with  agree¬ 
able  countenances;  their  hair  black, 
which  they  generally  wear  club’d 
behind  ;  and  thofe  near  Merida, 
with  a  pink  ribband  :  they  go 
bare  leg’d,  with  a  fhort  cotton 
petticoat,  which  they  adorn  about 

the 
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the  bottom,  with  flowers  of  va¬ 
rious  colours,  in  needlework  :  as 
alio  their  frocks,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  round  the  bofoms.  Theie 
are  always  made  of  cotton,  of 
their  own  fpihning  and  weaving : 
the  frock  reaches  only  to  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  the  petticoat,  but  this 
they  throw  off  when  employ’d  on 
any  domeftick  bufinefs,  going  na¬ 
ked  to  the  waift. 


The  pol  ice  of  each  of  thefe 

f 

towns,  is  managed  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  officers,  whofe  titles  I  am 
better  acquainted  with  than  their 
office :  they  are  always  of  the 
befc  repute,  and  fair  character ; 

elderly 
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elderly  men  of  the  town,  and  have 
great  refpedt  (hewn  them  by  the 
Indians :  they  ftand  in  rank  as  I 
here  name  them,  the  Cazique, 
Teniente,  Alcaldi,  and  Filcal  ; 
who  relide  at  what  is  called  the 
king’s  houfe,  and  adjuft  all  civil 
caufes  :  they  are  diflinguifhed  by 
feveral  badges ;  the  Alcaldi  wear¬ 
ing  a  fquare  blue  cloth  embroi¬ 
dered  at  the  corners,  hung  to  his 
left  fhoulder.  The  Teniente,  a 
wand,  with  a  crofs  at  the  top  of 
it.  The  Fifcal  wears  a  key,  and 
a  kind  of  cat  with  three  tails,  be¬ 
ing  by  office  both  the  prifon- 
keeper,  and  executor  of  puniffi- 
ment.  Thefe  badges  of  his  offices 
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he  always  wears  to  his  waift,  hung 
to  a  fafh  round  his  body.  They 
have  in  each  of  thele  houfes,  a 
ferivan,  or  clerk,  who  minutes  the 
arrival  and  departure  of  expreftes 
going  to  or  from  Merida,  or  from 
any  of  the  towns  in  the  pro¬ 


vince. 


Their  towns  are  poor,  mean 
huts,  built  with  hakes  of  Palme- 
ta,  (which  they  chufe  for  their 
ftraitnefs)  and  thatched,  with  the 
leaves  to  the  ground,  refembling 
a  large  beehive.  They  have  no 
upper  room,  no  more  than  the 
provincial  Spaniards,  and  like  them, 
deep  all  in  their  grafs  hammocks, 

as 
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as  they  are  calledj  though  they 
are  made  of  the  thready  fibres  of 
the  leaves  from  the  aloe-tree,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  hemp  is  got 
from  the  ftalk ;  they  juft  throw 
a  cotton  cloth  over  them;  and 
when  travelling,  if  night  overtakes 
them,  they  fieep  in  thele  ham¬ 
mocks,  hung  between  two  trees  • 
never  negle&ing  however,  to  make 
a  good  wood  fire  clofe  to  their 
i  hammocks.  Their  diet  is  very 
fimple,  being  no  more  than  a 
maize  cake,  and  a  little  pafoli  to 
drink  ;  a  liquor  made  of  the  meal 
of  the  maize,  left  in  water  till 
it  ferments,  and  grows  four  :  this 
generally  they  fweeten  with  honey, 
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of  which  they  find  great  plenty 
in  the  woods. 

Their  principal  employment  is 
the  cultivation  of  the  plantations  ; 

they  train  their  children  to  the 

1 

practice  of  the  bow  and  arrow  ; 
and  with  which  they  kill  their 
game,  not  being  permitted  to  ufe 
fire  arms. 
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